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And now he must win a Modern Art 

contest in order to win her heart.  

 

SHORT 

 SYNOPSIS 

Alex (David Wayman) is a shy British 

accountant reluctant to step out of his 

comfort zone.  

 
 

But when he falls in love with Pénélope,  

an adorable French artist (Sharlit 

Deyzac), Alex understands that the only 

way to seduce her is to pretend he is an 

artist himself.  

 



One pix 

 

A romantic comedy 
 set in London 

 
 



LONG SYNOPSIS 

 
Alex (26) is a quiet accountant working for an insurance company in London. He avoids taking risks, and walks on the dull side 
of life. His only friend is a colleague called Squid (28). They are both bullied by their manager Sean (42). 
 
Alex despises Modern Art, but when he falls in love with an adorable French artist, Pénélope (26), he understands that the 
only way to conquer her heart is to pretend he is an artist himself. And now he needs to win a Modern Art contest to impress 
her. 
 
French man Jean-Paul de Chauvignac (35) is going to make sure this does not happen. Jean-Paul is an arrogant artist with the 
right education and connections, whom also applies to this Modern Art contest. He has his eyes on the prize, but also on 
Pénélope. 
 
Alex realizes that creating contemporary art is not as easy as it sounds, and struggles to come up with a decent art project. At 
work, things go from bad to worse for Alex. Sean fires Squid and assigns Alex to an evil project to file young children based on 
their DNA. 
 
Inspiration finally comes to Alex. He decides to kill two birds with one stone, using this evil DNA plan for his art project. It 
quickly catches the attention of the media, and everyone wonders who is behind the mask of “Captain Fox”,  the persona 
Alex created for himself. 
Should this mask fall, Alex would be sued by his employer for leaking confidential information. He would also lose his artist 
credibility, and therefore the art contest and Pénélope’s heart. 
 
The resolution comes during the art contest finals, when selected artists are invited to present their work in front of a jury 
and the press. 



French Artist 

meets 
 British 

 Accountant  



Our modern cities are made up of various “worlds”, separate universes that carefully avoid each other. 
 
“Suits” rarely mix with artists, they belong to separate environments with different values. 
We search for comfort and validation in groups, networks of people that resemble us, in which we can blend. Our networks are 
defined by who is inside, but also by who is outside. 
 
In Art Ache, Alex enjoys the emotional safety of his comfort zone. 
Stepping out of his corporate environment, and into the artistic world is incredibly scary for him. 
 
Two worlds collide, Alex is stuck in the middle. 
 
For many years I have lived in both environments at the same time, corporate and artistic. 
A double life, a double lie. 
 
To fellow artists I would hide my corporate identity, to avoid being perceived as “mainstream”. 
To my corporate colleagues I would deny being an artist, for fear of being viewed as unreliable or not committed. 
 
Art Ache was made to entertain, to make us laugh. 
But also to question our identity: are we defined by our job? 
And our perception of others, do we chose our friends and partners based on their occupation, the “universe” they belong to? 
 
Art Ache is a charming and uplifting romantic comedy, that hopefully will convince you to leave your comfort zone and explore 
the various tribes of the urban jungle . 
 

DIRECTOR NOTES 







 
At the age of 14, Berty Cadilhac spent 6 months in a boarding school in Ireland. There was no internet at the time, so he would 
write traditional paper letters to his family in Paris, taking time to select the right words to tell colourful stories. 
The dorms were cold, the food was bad, but the letters would always make his family laugh. 
 
Over the week-ends, when the Irish kids would go back to their family, Berty would spend the day taking pictures in black & white, 
and spend the night processing them in the school lab. 
 
Capturing images, writing funny stories and exploring the world would become a habit that has never left him since then. 
 
Every location he would live in, would inspire a different artistic project. 
He published a black & white photography book when he lived in Amsterdam (1999-2001). He worked as a freelance 
photographer in Singapore (2002). 
He created photo installations in swimming pools and under the sea in Thailand (2003-2004). 
 
He then moved to Sydney (2004-2008) where he learnt film making and acting at NIDA. He wrote and produced his first short 
films (Turn Right, Uncorrect), comedies of course. 
 
Berty then moved to Melbourne (2009-2010) where he performed as a stand up comedian, and presented a solo show at the 
Melbourne International Comedy Festival. 
Berty then moved to London, and directed Corporate Bingo in 2011. This short film featured David Wayman, whom he hired again 
for his first feature film, Art Ache in 2013. 
 
Art rarely pays the bills, so Berty often had to work in parallel in the corporate world. 
Sharing his time between the artistic and the corporate world inspired him to write Art Ache.   

DIRECTOR BIO 





David Wayman plays Alex with great 

versatility. He is incredibly boring as an 

uptight accountant, then irresistible as 

a young heartthrob. 

 

For the boring part, David got 

inspiration from the shyest accountant 

he knows :  his own father. 

 

26 year-old David made his feature-

film Début in British Zombie 

Movie “The Dead Inside”, followed by 

“Afterdeath”.  

 

He also played the lead role in 

medieval buddy comedy feature 

“Knight Knight” (2012). 

  

Theatre Credits include the title role in  

“A Picture of Dorian”, “Much Ado About 

Nothing” and Captain Phoebus in “The 

Hunchback of Notre Dame”. 

 

  www.david-wayman.com 
 

cast 

DAVID WAYMAN 

as Alex 

http://www.david-wayman.com
http://www.david-wayman.com
http://www.david-wayman.com


  

Sharlit Deyzac is the revelation of Art Ache. 

 

Her natural charm and acting skills got her 

praises from all viewers. 

 

Having lived abroad with her French family 

and been educated in American schools from 

a young age, Sharlit is bilingual and multi-

cultural.  

  

Sharlit has had an array of acting experience 

in French and English productions. Projects 

include feature films “Mr. Bean's Holiday” and 

“Picnic in Gaza”, various short films (including 

her own short piece "la Rêveuse" which was 

nominated at the Festival du Très Court last 

year), commercials for the BBC and ITV, and 

a number of multilingual plays performed 

across Europe. 

  

www.sharlitdeyzac.com  

 

cast 

SHARLIT DEYZAC 

as Pénélope 

http://www.sharlitdeyzac.com/


cast 

ADRIAN BOUCHET 

as Sean 

Adrian Bouchet plays Sean, the Manager from 

Hell.  

Giant, but not gentle. 

 

Adrian is used to playing medieval warriors or 

angry centurions.  

Art Ache is the first film in which we see him 

with a shirt on. 

 

Adrian was born in Zimbabwe and later 

educated and trained in the UK.  

 

His Feature film roles include “AVP Alien Vs 

Predator”, “Chasing Liberty”, “Clash of the 

Titans”, “The Veteran” and George Clooney 

WWII caper, “The Monuments Men”.  

  

He also played in many TV series including 

“Coronation St”, “Dangerfield”, “Manchild”, 

“Mystery Files”, “Silent Witness” and “Red 

Dwarf”.  

  

http://www.adrianbouchet.com 

 

http://www.adrianbouchet.com


Dee Tails is the wild card of Art Ache, with 

incredible charm and perfect comedic timing, 

he plays Squid, a master schmoozer. 

 

Dee Tails shot to fame as a youngster being a 

member of MN8, selling over 2 million records 

worldwide.  

 

Since then, this multi talented actor has 

performed in a number of high profile operas 

at the Royal Opera House (London) and also 

performed “Romeo & Juliet” playing Paris and 

“Macbeth” playing First Murderer in the West 

End. 

 

Dee appeared as a Gotham City Police Officer 

in Chris Nolan’s “Batman Begins” and appears 

in “Captain Phillips”, a Paul Greengrass film.  

 

 

cast 

DEE TAILS 

as Squid 



  

Judy is the most experienced actress of Art 

Ache, with extensive work in theatre and 

television. 

 

She will scare you as the cold hearted Vice 

President, Stella Pullman. 

 

She was a member of the Royal Shakespeare 

company for 3 years where she played 

leading parts such as “Juliet” in “Romeo and 

Juliet” Iphigenia in The Greeks and Jessica in 

the Merchant of Venice. Her West End credits 

include Ray Cooney’s successful farce “Run 

for your Wife” “A Murder is Announced” and 

“The Ghost Train” at the Old Vic 

  

Television work include many comedy shows 

such as Rising Damp and the comedy series “ 

On the Up” where she played Dennis 

Waterman’s “bitchy” wife!  

cast 

JUDY BUXTON 

as Stella 



  

At only 21, Charlotte Lewis has already played in 

7 feature films and one TV pilot, including one 

lead and two principal roles. 

 

A graduate from the Italia Conti Academy of 

Theatre Arts, Charlotte has worked with Bob 

Hoskins in “Outside Bet”, Ashley Walters in 

“Sket”, Emily Atack in “Get Lucky” and Frankie 

Boyle in a Channel 4 Pilot. 

  

Charlotte has predominantly been cast in 

“gangster” type films and working on a romantic 

comedy was a breath of fresh air ! 

  

She has now been taken on by Sam Brown of 

“Brown and Mills” agency and is being put 

forward for a wide range of TV soaps, drama and 

feature films. 

 

 

 

cast 

CHARLOTTE LEWIS 

as Rebecca 



Louis Bernard is Jean-Paul, the French 

man you love to hate. 

A former member of the French Diving 

Team, Louis is now an actor based in 

London, after a previous life in Canada, 

Taiwan and Australia. 

cast 

LOUIS BERNARD 

as Jean-Paul 

 

He has trained at the Actor Center in London, and  is 

soon to graduate in acting from the Academy of  

Live and Recorded Arts in South London. 





Exact Runtime:            01 hr : 17 min : 05 sec 

Date of Completion:           February 2014 

Country of Production:         United Kingdom 

Country of Filming:         United Kingdom 

Camera:         RED EPIC  

Production Budget :             150,000 U.S$  

Fund Source:          Sea Urchin Films Ltd 
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